
 

 

It is the universal custom to display the flag 

only from sunrise to sunset on buildings 

and on stationary flagstaffs in the open. 

However, when a patriotic effect is desired, 

the flag may be displayed twenty-four 

hours a day if properly illuminated during 

the hours of darkness. 

 

 

 

The flag should be hoisted briskly and 

lowered ceremoniously. 

 

 

 

The flag should not be draped over the 

hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle or of a 

railroad train or a boat. When the flag is 

displayed on a motorcar, the staff shall be 

fixed firmly to the chassis or clamped to 

the right fender. 

 

 

 

The flag should never touch anything 

beneath it, such as the ground, the floor, 

water, or merchandise. 

 

 

 

The flag, when it is in such condition that it 

is no longer a fitting emblem for display, 

should be destroyed in a dignified way, 

preferably by     burning. 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

This brochure has been prepared 

 as a public service,  

by the scouts of Boy Scout Troop 7, 

Natick, Massachusetts. 

 

 

Troop 7 has been in existence  

since 1931,  

continually serving  

both the young men,  

and community in general,  

of Natick,  

and the Metrowest community. 

 

 

Troop 7 is sponsored by,  

And meets every Wednesday night,  

at St. Linus church  

on Hartford Street in Natick. 

 

Visit us on the web! 

www.troop7natick.org 

 "I pledge allegiance  

to the Flag 

of the United States of America,  

and to the Republic  

for which it stands,  

one Nation under God,  

indivisible,  

with liberty and justice for all," 

 

 

Tips for 

The Proper Display 

and Care  

of our Nation’s Flag 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Boy Scout Troop 7 

Natick, Massachusetts 
serving Natick  

for over 70 years 



 

 

 

Proper Display of the Flag 
 

 

 

 

 

 

When the flag of the United States is 

displayed from a staff projecting 

horizontally or at an angle from the 

windowsill, balcony, or front of a building, 

the union of the flag should be placed at the 

peak of the staff unless the flag is at half-

staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the flag is displayed in a manner 

other than by being flown from a staff, it 

should be displayed flat, whether indoors 

or out. When displayed either horizontally 

or vertically against a wall, the union 

should be uppermost and to the flag's 

own right, that is, to the observer's left. 

When displayed in a window it should be 

displayed in the same way, that is with the 

union or blue field to the left of the 

observer in the street. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

When flags of States, cities, or 

localities, or pennants of societies are 

flown on the same halyard with the 

flag of the United States, the latter 

should always be at the peak. When 

the flags are flown from adjacent 

staffs, the flag of the United States 

should be hoisted first and lowered 

last. No such flag or pennant may be 

placed above the flag of the United 

States or to the right of the flag of the 

United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the flag is suspended over a 

sidewalk from a rope extending from a 

house to a pole at the edge of the 

sidewalk, the flag should be hoisted 

out, union first, from the building. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
When displayed from a staff in a church or 

public auditorium, the flag of the United 

States of America should hold the position 

of superior prominence, in advance of the 

audience, and in the position of honor at 

the clergyman's or speaker's right as he 

faces the audience. Any other flag so 

displayed should be placed on the left of 

the clergyman or speaker or to the right of 

the audience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The flag, when flown at half-staff, should 

be first hoisted to the peak for an instant 

and then lowered to the half-staff position.  

The flag should be again raised to the peak 

before it is lowered for the day. By "half-

staff" is meant lowering the flag to one-

half the distance between the top and 

bottom of the staff. Crepe streamers may 

be affixed to spear heads or flagstaffs in a 

parade only by order of the President of 

the United States. 

 


